
 

 

Pretrial Services 
 

Pretrial Services is a program that supervises defendants prior to their 

trial. Pretrial Services monitors defendants who are on release to ensure 

they are complying with all release conditions imposed by the Court. 

This program is designed to maximize the appearance rates of those 

defendants released without financial conditions (i.e., bail/ bond). This 

program is also designed to help reduce the number of defendants 

incarcerated in the Jail prior to being sentenced. Potential defendants 

are screened by using the Public Safety Assessment (PSA). This is a 

nationally validated tool that considers a defendant’s prior criminal 

history, including prior Failures to Appear, and nature of the current 

offense. This tool provides judges with pertinent information to use as 

they decide a defendant’s release conditions at their initial appearance. 

Defendants who are released to pretrial supervision are supervised by a 

team of pretrial officers until there is a disposition in their case 

(dismissal or conviction and sentencing).  While in this program, the 

defendant's behavior is monitored according to the Pretrial Services 

Conditions of Release which may include drug/alcohol testing, 

counseling, employment, job search, no contact with the victim, etc. 

 


